
Liturgical Directives Concerning COVID-19: 

Celebrations of the Sacraments in the Diocese 

 

 

In order to promote an environment of safety and health as directed by civil authorities 

tasked with the public welfare at this time, the following recommendations have been put in place 

by Bishop Berg for the Diocese of Pueblo, effective March 20, 2020 until further notice.  This list is 

not yet comprehensive and will be revised as further regulations may be forthcoming.  The Office of 

Liturgy and Worship will inform you of any further action as may be determined necessary. 

 

The current mandate by the Governor includes social distancing of a minimum of 6 feet 

apart and no congregations of more than ten people.  Our diocese intends to cooperate with the 

government restrictions and recommendations for the safety and benefit of our most vulnerable 

citizens and in cooperation with the local healthcare agencies.   

 

Mass and the Holy Eucharist 

 

 The public celebration of the Mass is suspended indefinitely.  This includes daily and Sunday 

Masses. 

 Priests are to continue the celebration of Mass privately, and to remain faithful as possible to the 

existing parish Mass schedule.  One or two adult members of the faithful may assist for these 

private celebrations, in accordance with GIRM #15, and Canon #906. 

 One private Sunday Mass will be celebrated pro populo (for the people of the parish) as usual.  

All other scheduled Mass intentions should be fulfilled whenever possible. 

 Selected Masses (daily or Sunday) may be livestreamed (YouTube, Facebook Live, etc.).  In this 

case a reader, a musician, a cantor, a livestream tech facilitator, and an adult server may 

participate, according to the recommended social distancing.  We highly recommend using 

diverse adult voices to better represent your congregation. 

 For grave reason, individual Holy Communion may be administered to the faithful who request it 

at an opportune time.  Viaticum (Eucharist for the dying) is always to be administered whenever 

possible. 

 

 

Baptisms 

 

 The Sacrament of Baptism may be celebrated with immediate family and Godparents only, 

maintaining the required social distancing.  The total gathering may not exceed 10 persons. 

 

 

Anointing of the Sick/Confession/Penance Services 

 

 Anointing of the Sick is to be done upon request, in the home if necessary, with immediate family 

or caregivers present as appropriate to the mandated precautions.  Remembering that the sick and 

elderly are most at risk and that we as pastoral ministers are potential carriers, every precaution 

should be executed to prevent the spread of disease. This includes following the civil mandates 

and ensuring the sanitization of hands before and after the celebration of the sacrament. 

 Individual confessions should continue to be offered at the regularly scheduled times and 

locations, according to the civil mandates, as possible.  This is also an important time for priests 

to be available for additional confessions and spiritual guidance by appointment, and to reach out 

and fervently extend this offer to your parishioners.  



 Penance Services are suspended until further notice.  

 

Marriages/Convalidations 

 

 The Sacrament of Matrimony may be celebrated, with attendance limited to immediate family, 

the gathering not to exceed 10 persons.  The social distancing of the couple within the ceremony 

may be appropriately determined by the pastor according to the Rite. 

 

Funeral Masses/Vigils and Rosaries/Graveside Services 

 

 Funeral Mass, Funeral Liturgy outside Mass, Vigil Services and Rosaries may be celebrated but 

should be limited to immediate family members and close friends only, according to the required 

social distancing and 10 person rule. 

 Receptions on parish grounds are suspended, and parish personnel are requested to use discretion 

in attending private receptions. 

 Outdoor committal services can include family and friends but regulations of social distancing 

should be maintained.  Talk with your funeral director regarding their implementation of the 

current restrictions. 

 

Confirmations/Public Prayer/Other Devotions 

 

 Spring Confirmations have been postponed to be rescheduled through the Office of Liturgy and 

Worship, in consultation with the bishop and pastors.  Upon petition by the pastor to the bishop, 

delegation may be granted for Confirmations of individuals in small groups, not to exceed 10 

people (including sponsors).  The diocesan calendar is waiting for future announcements by civic 

authorities as to when the current restrictions are lifted.  The Office of Liturgy and Worship will 

be in contact with you in a timely manner considering travel plans pending for family, friends, or 

sponsors. 

 

The Chrism Mass 

  

 The Chrism Mass will be celebrated by the bishop in Pueblo and livestreamed throughout the 

Diocese. 

 Information will be forthcoming to pastors regarding the delivery of the Holy Oils. 

 Please continue to use the oils you currently have until you receive the new oils.  The Rite of 

Anointing has the prayer for blessing new oil; however, this may only be done during the 

immediate instant of the sacrament, and must be used at that time and not reserved.  

 

The Sacred Triduum 
 

 The celebrations of the Triduum may be celebrated with a musician, cantor, reader, adult server, 

and tech facilitator of livestreaming as needed.  Livestreaming is encouraged where possible.  

 Information pertaining to the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation for RCIA Catechumens 

and Candidates will be forthcoming.  Please be in touch with those to be initiated via livestream, 

Zoom, telephone, etc. 

 Information pertaining to the breakdown of each celebration (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 

Easter Vigil) will be forthcoming. 

 

  



Additional Guidance 
 

 You are encouraged to schedule open hours in the churches for 2-3 hours daily, especially on the 

weekends, so that the faithful may pray privately before the Blessed Sacrament present in the 

tabernacle.  Again, with proper distancing and limits on attendance. 

 Please invite your parishioners to participate in opportunities of receiving spiritual communion 

which are possible through the many livestream celebrations of Mass via parish websites, 

Facebook Live, television and radio Masses, EWTN, etc. 

 It cannot be overemphasized how important the social media becomes at a time like this.  There 

are already an amazing number of people viewing events across parish lines.  The presence of the 

pastor in celebrating Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, conducting Bible Studies, praying the rosary 

and novenas, etc., is an enormous benefit in our outreach for furthering the mission of the 

Diocese of the Little Way.  We will be posting directions for access to your livestreamed events 

on the website so that all the faithful can access them as they wish. 

 As the crisis situation continues to develop these Directives may be modified.  Please be 

particularly alert to emails which will come from the Office of Liturgy and Worship.   

 

Thank you for your care and concern for our people at this most difficult time. 

  

  

   

 

 


