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 FREEDOM 

If you know me at all, you know I am not sad very often. Emotional, yes, but that’s 
more empathy and compassion for others. “I feel your pain” is a personal motto. 
The sadness I refer to is the overall mood we maneuver with in everyday life. 
Overwhelmingly, I am happy, optimistic, and hopeful due in large part to my 
confidence that GOD is in control (and loves me more than I am capable of 
understanding) and the Church’s role, Faith, in my life. As in the ‘greatest 
commandment’. My family’s role is an indistinguishable second.. I’m not there, 
mind you, but the desire of my heart burns for it to be so. Only my family gives me 
a similar sense of accomplishment and purpose. Lately, though, I have 
experienced some things that have seeped a sadness into my heart that I struggle 
to shake off. 

Our beautiful Faith is being assaulted by the world’s complacency and hatred for 
Her. This has long been so, but there has always been those who would lay down 
their lives to defend Her. It is often said that the Church was built on the blood shed 
by the martyrs… beginning with JESUS. Even today, in certain parts of the world, 
Christians are martyred at unprecedented rates. In America it isn’t about 
sacrificing our lives as much as it is choosing GOD over the power of an affluent 
society and defending the values it stands for. I understand the “enemy” who seeks 
to destroy the Church and what it represents. Satan has been at this since the first 
Pentecost and simply reflects the dynamic between good and evil. The element 
that troubles me most are the ones who profess to “Love” the Church, and yet, 
ignore or selectively disobey Her teachings. Despite two millenniums of 
scholarship and focused prayer, some feel as if they know more about life and truth. 
Is the Greatest Commandment (Matt 22:36-40) to be reduced to a mere guideline 
or suggestion from the Son of GOD? Did HE mean, do this unless you have a better 
offer or feel like doing something else? Maybe Jesus was messing with His 
followers? These messages were the focus of the Church from its very beginning, 
as sacred scripture was being written and assembled into biblical canon. They were 
given to us as the ideal to form and shape a world that is peaceful and just. Since 
that time (up to and including today), the Church has safe-guarded these 
teachings from the Apostles, but to be real clear the world has never made a 
commitment to be formed to them. Simple logic would give us two options:1) 
Jesus either didn’t mean it as it is written, didn’t say it at all and sacred scripture is 
a fable or:2) He did say it, He meant it, and there are consequences for ignoring it. 
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Those consequences are being played out, I fear, in our world right now. As our 
world becomes increasingly secular and self-centric, the only parallel I see is the 
contraction of society from the values and virtues of Christ. In the sixties when 
pop-culture decided they had had enough with government, and religion (even 
GOD), we began to witness the not-so-slow rejection of the very values that shape 
the world most still desire. Values of kindness, understanding, patience, 
forgiveness, generosity. In fact, I’ve said many times that humanity desires a world 
formed by Judeo-Christian values, but without giving credit to the author of these 
virtues…the God of Israel and HIS Son Jesus, the Christ. In the same breath we 
express a longing for virtue (such as compassion, courage, charity, understanding), 
we experience a rise in gun violence, domestic abuse, and racial inequality. We say 
one thing and do another…despite the fact that we desire the very world Jesus 
promised if we follow HIS commands. 

I recognize that immersing ourselves in the Faith can be confusing, balancing 
family activities, jobs, school, everyday life, and, forming a deep personal 
relationship with our Savior, but…they need not be mutually exclusive. Much of 
that confusion is caused by the perspective of a society focused on a truth of its 
own making. An example of such a “truth” is the mantra of “Equality for All” versus 
the horrors and hypocrisy of abortion. For years, media and intellectual 
discussions have centered around “living your best life”, our choice. This works for 
non-believers, there is no one to answer to. But when we commit our lives to HIM 
(professing the Creed), our lives no longer belong to us. We have become 
instruments of salvation, parts of HIS body doing HIS work.  Outside of 
Christianity the world is ‘disordered’ and out of sync.  

Please understand my intention here is not to judge. I am not actually referring to 
Catholics alone but to Christians everywhere (although I do feel Catholics have a 
greater responsibility because of the authority and body of teaching). The growing 
practice of Christians to “self-determine” how they participate in the “plan of 
salvation” is my concern. Every member of God’s church is called and gifted with 
specific abilities to spread HIS message. This is our task, this is our purpose, and it 
should be our JOY. It is a short run, this life, we don’t really have time (or authority) 
to rewrite the “play”.  

Bless You All for all you do. 

See You Soon!!! 

PAX CHRISTI   

deaconmike@gunnisoncatholic.org           


