
 

Jim was born and raised a Catholic and has 

been a member of St. Peter’s Church his whole life, celebrating all the sacraments there, with the exception of 

their wedding in San Francisco.  Cori’s path to the Church took a different route and she turned the corner 

when she met Jim.  After they were married, Cori went through the RCIA program and was welcomed into the 

Church by Fr. Steve.    

The Woytek family’s goal is to live their faith each day, not just on Sundays.  It is important for them to share a 

common language and moral direction and the Church helps with that connection to God and to each other. 

There are a number of ways they achieve this; Jim & Cori lead by example, through teaching religious 

education, praying with their children every day, reading stories about the Saints, attending and participating 

in Mass and offering of their time and talent in a number of ways.   You may have seen Woytek family 

members lecturing or being an Altar server or teaching religious education.    Their goal is to “live” their faith 

by helping others and be involved in their community. They have a great appreciation for living and raising 

their family here in Gunnison and are thankful for Deacon Lloyd, Deacon Mike, Madelynn, who heads up the 

RE program, and Fr. Andres – who helps to guide us and keep us focused in the areas of growth and 

understanding of the Catholic faith and to become a better version of ourselves. 

Sometimes we fail to recognize when we experience a Holy Moment and it takes the innocence of a child to 

remind us.  As Gabriel reminded us of the miracle of birth and what a truly holy moment that is and Mom and 

Dad certainly agreed!  But Jim and Cori have been blessed to share a very spiritual holy moment with Cori’s 

father as well.  When he was ill with cancer, it was important for him to receive his confirmation.   So, Fr. Steve 

went to his home to give Cori’s father this sacrament.  Just as Fr. Steve finished; a rush of wind blew through 

the window and the room.  It was a calm day and no storm on the horizon.  Surely, the Holy Spirit was with 

them all that day.  Awesome.  

The entire Woytek family shares their gifts.  Asher leads by example, as an Altar Server and big brother.  He 

has a kind heart and is thoughtful of others.  He also loves sports!  Baseball, soccer, football – you name it!  Go 
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This month we highlight another family of five 

Parishioners of the Month!  The Woytek Family is a busy 

household, who manages to keep joy and Jesus in their 

lives.   Jim is the Principal at Gunnison High School and 

Cori supervises the student teachers in addition to other 

responsibilities at Western Colorado University.   

Jim and Cori are both lifelong residents of Gunnison, with 

the exception, of a few years in college and graduate 

school, so they have a deep commitment to the area.  

However, they found their way to St. Peter’s and the 

Catholic Church by following different paths.   



Cowboys!  His favorite part of Mass is the ringing of the bells and carrying the cross.  Gabriel loves to read and 

help others and is learning Tang Soo Do.  His favorite part of mass is walking up with his family for communion 

(which he will be making his 1st Communion soon) and receiving the blessing from Fr. Andres.  He also likes it 

when we recite the Prayer to St. Michael at the end of Mass - our Warrior.  Little Jacob, brings the gift of 

laughter and what a special gift that is and he just loves “sitting” in Church during Mass.  Cori gives of her time 

and talent in many ways and enjoys helping others as Jim gives of his time as well and has endless patience 

and energy.  

When asked about their favorite Saints, there are many.  Asher’s favorite is St. Michael – because he defeated 

the devil.  Gabriel has a few favorite Saints; St. Teresa of Avila, St. Mary, and St. Joseph, because he was 

Jesus’s stepfather and a hard worker.  Jacob isn’t quite sure of his favorite Saint just yet, but Mom and Dad 

have theirs.  Jim’s confirmation Saint was St. Ignatius; however, he is very fond of Mary – Our Lady of 

Guadalupe.  She brings a connection of Patronage to the Americas and his heart is dedicated to her.  Cori feels 

a connection to St. Teresa of Avila, they share a love for reading and helping people.    

The family name “Woytek” means “Happy Warrior” in Slavic and this family carries on that tradition.  They 

share their faith together and recognize that their relationship with God is a blessing they will always have, 

realizing there is something greater than themselves.  As a matter of fact, it is written in their family contract, 

as Gabriel proudly states; “think about others before ourself”.   

I felt a good way to summarize our Parish Family for the month of December is with a quote from St. Teresa of 

Avila…  

 "May today there be peace within. May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. May you 

not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. May you use those gifts that you have received, and 

pass on the love that has been given to you. May you be content knowing you are a child of God. Let this 

presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. It is there for 

each and every one of us."  

 

Thank you Woytek Family for all you do and for being Happy Warriors of Our Lord!   

 

         


