
I suspect most everyone who is over the age of 20 can remember where they were on       

September 11, 2001.  The images of the towers collapsing is etched in all our minds.  There 

are many stories of that day and in reading and researching these of the Saints and Heroes of 

9/11, I found they share the same characteristics of Faith, Hope and Love.   

 

Saint Jean-Gabriel Perboyre, a Missionary in China, was captured and arrested 

during the “Opium War” in 1839.  He was beaten and tortured because he 

would not reveal his companions in faith, but instead remained silent.  For this 

silence and commitment to his fellow companions, he was beaten, hung by his 

thumbs and hair, held for hours to kneel on rusty iron chains and more.  But he 

never relented and was in time put to death (actually, born to life) on          

September 11, 1840.  Saint Jean-Garbrel Perboyre had spent most of his life reaching out to 

the poor and spreading the news of the gospel in China.     

 

Twenty-four year old Welles Crowther was on the 104th floor of the South 

Tower of the World Trade Center.  When the building was struck, he made 

his way to the 78th floor and directed survivors to the stairway and         

encouraged them to help others, while carrying an injured woman on his 

back.  After carrying her 15 floors down, he made his way back up to help 

others.  Ling Young, a survivor that day, told a CNN reporter; “He’s definitely my guardian    

angel – no ifs, ands or buts – because without him, we would be sitting there, waiting (until) 

the building came down.”  Welles Crowther’s body was later recovered alongside firefighters 

in a stairwell heading back up the tower.   

 

Joan Roig Diggle of Barcelona, was a nineteen year old lay man who had a 

strong devotion to the Eucharist at a time when Churches were being closed, 

burned, or destroyed.  He became a member of the Federation of Young     

Christians of Catalonica (FJCC), which had 8,000 members.   

 

 

 



Joan Roig wrote about social issues in the newsletter and was appointed to lead the            

catechesis for children between 10 to 14 years old.  As the Spanish Civil War escalated, many 

members of the FJCC organization were killed and injured.  Joan Roig’s mother said that in 

those days her son “was relieving sorrows, encouraging the timid, visiting the wounded, 

searching hospitals daily among the dead to find out which of his own had been killed.”    

During this time a priest entrusted Joan Roig with a ciborium containing the Blessed           

Sacrament to go and distribute Holy Communion to those most in need in their homes, since 

it was not possible to attend Mass.  During one of his visits, Joan Roig told a family that he 

knew that red militiamen were trying to kill him.  “I fear nothing, I take the Master with me.”  

When the militiamen knocked on his door, he consumed the hosts to protect them from    

potential desecration.  He was killed “in hatred of the faith” on September 11, 1936.   

 

As the towers burned in Manhattan, United Flight 93 was in 

the air and had been hijacked by four terrorists.  A group of 

passengers on the plane were communicating with others on 

the ground and learned of the attack on the towers.  So, led by 

a four man group, the passengers rushed the cockpit and    

prevented the plane from crashing into it’s intended target and instead crashed into an   

empty field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.   

 

This is just a small sampling of Saints and Heroes of 9/11.  I do not know their personal      

history or what religion they were or how strong their faith was originally, but I find their  

stories to all show that when faced with a challenge, they shared a common thread of FAITH, 

a complete trust or confidence in what they were doing,  HOPE, a ground for believing that 

something good will happen, and LOVE, a strong affection for another person.   I believe on 

9/11 all of these Saints and Heroes were guided by God through the Holy Spirit.  For, “There 

are in the end three things that last:  faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is 

love.     - 1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Almighty God, 
bless your beautiful world. 
 
Lead her leaders from falsehood, 
into Truth and Justice. 
 
Guard and defend your children. 
 
Re-kindle in all the citizens of your world, 
the fire of your love. 
 

And inspire us to love one another, 
and to be peace-makers. 
 
Through Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
World. 
 
Amen. 
 
  - Dr. John Sentamu, Archbishop 

 


